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Economic Evaluation of grain loss in Egypt
Summary

Egyptian people consume wheat, maize and rice in their daily diets
(about 50% of their total calories). In the year 1995/96 the Egyptian
consumption of grains reached about 20 million metric tons . Egypt imported
wheat and maize by about 972 millions dollar in 1995/96.

Egypt faces a gap between consumption and production of wheat and
maize. One of the factors that increased such a gap is the grains loss. The
loss occurs during the marketing channels tell the final consumer . This paper
aimed to evaluate the total physical and economic loss in grains and also the
welfare loss to producers and consumers.

The results indicated a high amount of grains loss. In the year 1995/96
the total loss of wheat, maize and rice throughout the different marketing
channels amounted to 840, 266, 190 thousand metric tons respectively. The
total value of grain loss was about L-E 728 millions.

The income of grain producers decreased by about L-E 153 Millions,
while the consumers welfare loss was about L-E 205 millions .

Analysis of grains loss show that 38%, 22.6%, 25% of the total loss of
wheat, maize and rice respectively occur through the final consumption
stage. Also about 12.5%, 49%, 40% of the total of wheat, maize and rice
respectively occur through the harvest stage.

The results indicated the possibility to reduce the volume of grains loss
by 50% in the harvest and final consumption stages.

To avoid loss in grains. It is necessary to develop ;harvest methods, and
to use the appropriate policy regarding the bread subsidy.







